ADRIFT

PIANO VOCAL

PROLOGUE

passengers, the crash of waves against

the ship’s hull, Titanic’s steel

CUE:

A chaotic mix of distant shouts of

Music by Winston Eade

Book & Lyrics by John Hudson

groaning under pressure, and muffled

screams blending into the howling wind. (GO)

1y n
.zi "
o )
N g
TTT® ' ™ nVu Iw I
i W\A.HW < '
1 5] f
3\1 — B &3
I 2 U] %S
1 O 1
3\\ A 1 NS |
! | oA ]
=3B ©
™ ]
N m
)
&
' )
. HHl TTTD
) ]
T ' ] a wnul
| T\A..HW o
3\1 ]
] o N\
3\‘ - | g
I |
N
)
N < N
& e e
| (a9 | | | ‘vhul '
i [\ i |nlnm BN\
) D@ i
4| o N\
. ™ I N
<]
Al )
il \
| | = | ||
' ) ' S| LR '
) 2% AL
4| SIS
= sF i
» N %3 i
. N£E =f k
N =
| N L by = < s L
VI V’ th) hV) - |hv.l
] ] | N7 NT] _ | NT
N Ia\ HlN HlN L
o NGe n N MY N
w
N — N — —————

12

1"

10 Papa!

[
o{?-J—O

"
-

[
bo

T«

Tam—

‘q"‘b""q-‘

1l
112}

shegreres

Feele
S

3

1

1 7 b

P’ A

[ 7 an W)

Poele

oy ",
y) Ny
3
_ |
I.IhlV |
v 1y

0 S

|
|

Her voice echos and fades.
We hear a slow, heart beat.
Transitioning to 1946.
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Scene One

LIZZIE, age forty-two, in 1946. A
hospital in New York at Night. She
is talking to her son Peter who is

in a coma.

LIZZIE

I thought this was going to be a happy ending. We made it through,
safe and sound, didn’t we? This side of the ocean, at least. Sure,
in Europe they’re still in pieces. Japan - I know, I know. But
here. Things had started looking up. The war’s over. Normal service
has been resumed, like they say on the radio. Then you go and do
this. Come on, Pete, you’re in Eighth Grade. You’re not a little
kid any more. You know better. So what’s the big idea? Two whole
days, now. Enough is enough. We have things to do, places to go, we
don’t have time for this. They say people in comas can still hear,

so I'm hoping that somehow, somewhere, my voice is finding you.

You can hear me, can’t you? The doctor said you probably could. Or
was it possibly? Either way. I'm talking all night long, like it or
not. Same as last night. Same as the last thirteen years, I guess
you’d say. You know the score by now. You’re not getting out of
this until I get what I want. I'm chewing your ear until you open

your eyes. Deal?

Deal.



TWO LIVES ADRIFT

PTANO VOCAL

Voice

Piano

TWO LIVES ADRIFT

Music by Winston Eade
Book & Lyrics by John Hudson
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So let me tell you what your bedtime story is going to be tonight. It’s a little non-fiction piece, entitled
‘How We Wound Up Here’. What d’you think? That appeal to you? (GO bar 4)
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Don’t worry, not the birds and the bees bit. [ won’t make you squirm
through all that again. (GO bar 7)
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Not racing downhill on your brand new bicycle, either. Hitting you're poor dumb head
on the sidewalk, so you end up looking as if you did six rounds with Joe Louis, No. (GO bar 10)

Pno.

I’m going to tell you about me. The stuff you haven’t heard. That should wake you up, if only to beg
me to stop, right? I bet you feel like shrugging those shoulders now, Pete, don’t you, huh?
What did your Mom ever do, ‘cept take pictures of other people doing stuff? (GO bar 15)
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Pno.

Pno.

Oh, you know all about me leaving France, the stuff everybody knows. I wouldn’t try to keep it
secret from you, even if I could. But about why we left? Anything at all about your Grandpapa?
Or my mother, my Mother. I never told you all that, did I? Always meant to, just didn’t get
around to it yet. Now’s as good a time as any, I guess. (GO bar 17)
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PIERRE enters, aged forty. He appears as in her mind,
which is how he will remain for the rest of the show.
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Tell the truth, there’s a whole lot even I don’t know. Might need him to fill things in. That OK?
Having my Papa tell us his part of the story? See, this is how I remember him, back when I was
a little girl. 'You take after him, you know. When your face isn’t
all smashed up. (GO bar 25)
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[ haven’t gone crazy, don’t panic. We get to see things at night we don’t see in the daytime, that’s all.

No need to yell for the nurse. Just lie there and listen. Watch the pictures in your mind. Think of it as a

series of snapshots. Seen through my viewfinder. And his. A proof sheet. It won’t be everything,

I guess. Only a few, carefully selected scenes from both our lives, Grandpapa’s and mine. (GO bar 29)
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You’ll do that, won’t you, Papa? Tell Pete what happened to us.
While he’s out there, drifting on a sea of his own. (GO bar 33)
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sta-tus un- known.
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Picture him younger, back in his village. Not quite out of his teens.
Long before I turned up. It was eighteen-ninety-three.
No, wait, ninety-four.
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Suddenly, PIERRE lowers the
newspaper, excited by what he has

read. He hasn’t heard her.

PIERRE

It’s the best time to be alive! In eighteen-ninety-one!

LIZZIE
Know what? I’11 let him tell you this part.

Scene Two

PIERRE, nineteen, in 1891. A

village in France.

PIERRE
Paris! Have you heard? It’s fantastic! This new Tower. These new
dances. These artists. I’'ve got to go there. You can actually climb
this thing, did you know? Looks like it comes from Mars. Goes
higher than anything ever built before. Think of the view! Then
there’s this lucky fellow, spends all night in a club, drinking,
drawing pictures of these delectable dancers showing their.. fancy
anyone not wanting to go to Paris! Especially when all you’ve known
your whole life is what’s round here. Mud. Fields. Manure. Filthy

cart tracks. More mud.

I mean, I'm perfectly happy here, really. I am. Everyone here
knows me. Pierre, the greengrocer’s son. They see me every day.
Cycling round the village, delivering fruit and vegetables. Waving,
whistling, smiling. Serving in the shop. Good morning, Madame, good

morning, Monsieur. Care for some fruit? Maybe some veg?



PIANO VOCAL

SO FAR FROM HERE

CUE:

I draw a bit, paint a bit. Exceptionally talented artist,

as a matter of fact, if [ say so myself. Still life, mostly. Fruit, you know.
And vegetables. An all-round good lad. Friendly. House- trained.

Music by Winston Eade
Book & Lyrics by John Hudson

Always ready with a jaunty quip. And fruit and veg. (GO)

PIERRE

Piano

Pno.

/B E ESU2/A /B E EGUS2/A /B

Eventually, I expect I’ll settle down right here, in the village.
Run the shop. Like my father before me. And his father before him.
And sell fruit. And just vegetate. Who needs Paris? (GO bar 5)
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PIERRE:
Of course I can! And I will! Just try and stop me.
My days as a delivery boy will be nothing but a distant memory.
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some-where so far____ a way PIERRE:

One day, my paintings will be on show in every gallery in Paris.
Sensitive, sophisticated connoisseurs of art will give their right
arm for them. I can see it now.
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Scene Three

LIZZIE, in the Hospital, 1946.

LIZZIE
Daydreams, we all have ‘em. Are you dreaming, Pete? I wonder what’s

going through your mind.

Underscore of the Lifeboat theme we

heard during the Prologue.

There’s a dream I have. Had it every night, more or less, since I
was little. Same thing, each time. I'm eight years old. Asleep in
bed, all comfy and warm. Couldn’t be safer. Couldn’t be happier.
(GO)



PIANO VOCAL

LIFEBOAT

CUE: Music by Winston Eade

. Book & Lyrics by John Hudson
That's how it starts (GO)

(Spoken freely, rhythm as a guide)
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Some things you never escape. Other things you can, though. Like that village grocery store?
(Go Bar 25) A couple of years later.
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Scene Four

A= & PIERRE, twenty-one, 1893. He is
o oy~ "
y o —— ecstatic.
o

PIERRE

I thought nothing would ever happen in a stagnant backwater
= likethis. But it did! That one day. That magical day.
7—O I'm standingbehind the counter. This incredible young woman

walks in. The mostwonderful, beautiful - I mean,
she’s a miracle. (GO) A living, breathing
— listen, I’11 tell you what happened.
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HEAVENLY MARIE

CUE:
I mean she's a miracle (GO)

PIERRE: .=56

Music by Winston Eade
Book & Lyrics by John Hudson
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LIZZIE is still in 1946.

LIZZIE
And that’s how your grandparents fell in love.

Scene Five
LIZZIE (contd.)
You know, last time I did this - went over all this - I was pretty much the
same age you are now. Had to give a talk at school about myself.

It was a class assignment, they made everyone do it, but I was terrified.
Didn’t sleep a wink the whole week. You’d think I’d been through much worse,
but it sure didn’t feel like it. There I was, in front of all these faces.

I'm this shy, skinny girl..
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6. LONGING TO BELONG

CUE: LIZZIE, thirteen in 1917, reads Music by Winston Eade
from a hand-written script. Lyrics by John Hudson/Nikki Rackin
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knew what was €O - ming it was wo-men and  chil-dren first.
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Af - ter the ship, a nice la-dy found me She spokeFrench and told me Pa-pa was lost. She
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Back in 1946.

Two World Wars I’'ve lived through now, Pete. And the rest. That'’s
life, though, isn’t it? Got to go with the flow. Constantly
adjusting to new situations. Papa, he married the girl of his
dreams. Then they moved to the city of his dreams. Things couldn’t
have been better. But it didn’t pan out quite the way he expected.

Dreams often don’t.

Scene Six

PIERRE, twenty-five, 1897. Paris.

PIERRE
Paris is everything they say it is. Fantastic! Only one tiny
little, infinitessimal thing. We’ve been here over three years and,
so far, no-one’s actually noticed the new artistic genius in town.
Me, that is, I’'m talking about me. Frankly, I'm slightly
disappointed in them, the people here. I'm not sure how much they
actually know about Art. But they do know what they don’t like. My

paintings.

I’ve been doing some of my best stuff, too! Masses of it. Churning
out works of sheer genius. Marie agrees. But then. I overslept.
Missed my shift at the factory. Twice, as it happens. I said, look,
I swear on my mother’s grave it won’t happen again. But. It
happened again. I mean, it’s all right, it’s not like I broke my
word or anything. My mother’s not actually dead, either. Mind vyou,

it would kill her if she found out her son lost his job.

I got another one easily enough, though. I won’t say what it is,
but after I’ve done the day’s deliveries there’s plenty of time to
paint. When Marie’s not busy working in the cafe, she’s going from
gallery to gallery, showing them my pictures. She won’t tell me
what they say, but I get the gist. We tried setting up a stall in
the street but turns out you need a licence. Plus, no-one was
interested. No accounting for lack of taste. Marie says I mustn’t
give up. That’s the kind of woman she is. Even when we can’t make
ends meet. Wonder how we’ll survive. Her faith in me never falters.

The last thing I want to do is let her down, you know? (GO)
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The last thing I want to do is let her down, you know? (GO)
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LIZZIE, 1946. Talking to Peter, who
is still in a coma.

LIZZIE
He went home. He and Maman worked it out. Another job, cheaper
rooms. More unsold paintings. He resisted the urge to gamble. Most

of the time.

The first job I had was working on a telephone switchboard. I was
nineteen. Living in Brooklyn with the latest set of foster parents.
I was still kind of quiet. Kept to myself, you know? But I liked
meeting people. Seeing new places. Just preferred to keep a healthy

distance.

Scene Seven

LIZZIE, nineteen, 1923, New York.
She picks up a photograph album.

LIZZIE (contd.)
I love to look at this, my photograph album. Pictures I've taken. I
mean, of course, they aren’t like in Photoplay or Motion Picture
Classic or anything. Just my own little record. I started working,
see? For this company near Madison Avenue? Not right on the Avenue,

but thereabouts. And, well -
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I love to look at this, my photograph album. Pictures I’ve taken.
I mean, of course, they aren’t like in Photoplay or Motion Picture
Classic or anything. Just my own little record (GO)

Music by Winston Eade
Lyrics by John Hudson/Nikki Racklin
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Who cares what Tommy says?
I like taking photographs.

Scene Eight
LIZZIE (in 1946)

PIERRE, thirty-two, 1904, Paris. He nervously picks up a sleeping baby.

LTIZZIE

That’s me, too. When I was almost as young as it’s possible to be.

I do remember this date. Nineteen-Oh-Four. A very good year.

You’ve got to agree I was adorable. He certainly thinks so. Look at him.

PTERRE
Who’s my little love, then? My precious little love?

LIZZIE Cute. Sure. (GO music)



PIANO VOCAL

TWO LIVES ADRIFT

YOU SMILED AT ME

LIZZIE
Cute. Sure. (GO)

Music by Winston Eade

Book & Lyrics by John Hudson
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I promise you, my little squash, whatever happens from now on, I’ll be here for you. I’ll work. I’ll save.
Oh, I'1l still do paintings, I suppose, when there’s time.
But I’'m going to earn a proper living. From now on, everything I do will be to make a home for us.
My family. Your beautiful mother and beautiful you.
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HEY! NEW YORK

Scene Nine

LIZZIE, twenty-four, 1928. New York. She is taking photographs

with a Simplex camera, trying out a new personality.

Music by Winston Eade
Book & Lyrics by John Hudson
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PIERRE, 1906, Paris
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PIANO VOCAL TWO LIVES ADRIFT

THINK OF THE CHILD

SCENE 11
. . . Music by Winston Eade
PIERRE, thirty-eight, 1910. Paris. Book & Lyrics by John Hudson
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I've failed so much already . .

but I won’t fail you.
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Scene Twelve

LIZZIE, 1946.

LIZZIE
I kind of remember that. The room being freezing cold and wet. How
Papa closed up like a clam when we lost her. How it was afterwards,
when she was gone. Her, though? She’s more like a silhouette. The
light behind her. Hard to make out her features. I think I remember
the feel of her shawl. Or a comforting smell will sometimes take me

back.

Maman.

Other memories are a whole lot sharper. That New Year’s Eve, for
instance. When your Dad told me he wasn’t going to stick around?
Wasn’t much of a family man, as it turned out. And oh, I so wanted

us to be a family. Wanted you for so long.

That night, when midnight struck, it was also just the two of us.
You were fast asleep back then, too. Still holding tight to that
blue baby blanket. With me gazing through the bars of your cot.
Eleven and a half short years ago.

LIZZIE, thirty-one, 1935. New York.

Happy New Year, kid.

When people say, sleeping like a baby, this must be what they have
in mind. Not when you holler the whole night through. This. This
peace. It’s good. Been enough hollering, one way and another, in

this apartment, hasn’t there? And not all of it yours. (Turn page)
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WHEN THE NORTH WIND BLOWS

Music by Winston Eade
Book & Lyrics by John Hudson
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LIZZIE is back in 1946, talking to

Pete, who is still in a coma.

Couple of years after my mother died, your Grandpapa and I left
Paris. I was eight years old. Never went back. We travelled North,
to Cherbourg. To the harbour there. This is the part I guess you

know about.

Scene Thirteen

PIERRE, forty, and LIZZIE, eight,
in 1912. Cherbourg harbour.

PIERRE
Come on, cuddle up. That wind is sharp, isn’t it? It’s coming from

somewhere very cold. Once the boat gets here, we’ll be fine.

They wrap their arms around one

another.

LIZZIE

I don’t want to live in a cold place, Papa.

PIERRE
No, no, where we’re heading, it’s warm and safe. It’1ll be the start

of a new story for us.

LIZZIE
What’s wrong with the old story?

PIERRE
Don’t worry. We’ll be fine. There’s a statue there that looks after
everyone. On an island by a great big city. And underneath the

statue is a poem.

LIZZIE

I don’t like poems.



PIERRE
Well, you’ll like this one.

LIzZZIE
Why? What does it say?

PIERRE
It says, anyone is welcome, especially when they’re huddled up

against the cold, like we are. Do you know where it came from, that

Sstatue?
LIZZIE
Where?
PIERRE
It was a gift from France - from us! Because we love freedom too.

The statue’s named after freedom, la liberté.. It’s the Statue of

Liberty.

LIZZIE

Is it a man or a lady?

PIERRE
It’s a lady, like Maman, lighting the way for people like us.
That’s why we’re going there in a big ship. You’ll be happy there,

I promise.

LIZZIE
Will you be happy, Papa-?
(GO MUSIC)
PIERRE
I will.
LIZZIE

Then I will, too.

No.13 : Let the Story Begin
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LET THE STORY BEGIN

CUE:
LIZZIE:

Will you be happy, Papa? (GO)

Music by Winston Eade
Book & Lyrics by John Hudson
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LIZZIE

Will the big ship come right up to us here?

PIERRE

It’s so big, it won’t fit in the harbour. We have to get

aboard a small boat first to ferry us out.
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LIZZIE

And then the big one will take us to the warm place?

PIERRE

That’s it. Since Maman passed away, I've saved and saved

so we can start afresh. It won't be a fancy berth,

Lisette, but we won’t mind. We’ll be moving, won’t we?
Towards a better life at last. That’s what matters.
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Al-though you're all of eight

To stop you ste-pping in-to

I hope it's not too late
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PIERRE

I read this when I wasn’t much more than a boy and it filled
my head with nonsense. I’ll never be that fool again.

LIZZIE

Will the boat come soon, Papa?

PIERRE

It will. And take us to the biggest ship you’ve ever seen. A ship
from your dreams, my little squash.

LIZZIE

What’s the big ship called?

PIERRE

It’s named after the giant gods from ancient times. The Titans. And
it’s taking us to Paradise. (GO bar 92)

0 |

g 1V b

o M — — — —

ANIV
2 )

0 b - — | o 1o

fm M —— | l|—‘|I

S seie e =

o | o
Pno.

F s i — —

I H—eo (2 » ir' i_i 65- JI -‘I- _J_ :
84 /Eb Ab Fm AbSUS2)/Db /Eb
() | |

)" AN

fm — = = =

ANIV

)

0O | .

)" AN

om — = = =

ANV
\e)

T N I —
| — | | | p—
(™ e = e
Q) -\/ — —\/
Pno.
o 1 1 | A\ |
A I N R R I [ S N
- o < ~— T - ¥ z -



i &
—- r*
o1e}
iy £
Tfi 1 L
< M- & ! It
S E i
A @
- .Mue .
< | = Trwes [TTh
0 %
_ JIA
P
o A
A |y , : e
= = == == k==
R== R== R== R
g g g LY
] L] [ THNE
] L) [ THEE
| |
_ ! L]
£ ST NI
I A.\
2 R\ I
| | 0 [
=
mw\ e .v
A L. N L. N — mi.N
|V|U IUIU _ L N
Hi.N HE.N | €
o N N NG N
®© / h\ e
o
o =
— ol

Fim?

93

|
—

yond com - pare__

i ]

#
) A Al

been.___

Some-where we ne -ver have

P
N—"_
N—

y

i 1

E7

B7

F#m?

T

The sun will shine on us when we get there_
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PIERRE

Take her! Take my daughter!
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Lizette! Hold tight - hold tight!
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MY DARLING!
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“LIVE YOUR LIFE!”

YOU MUST GO,
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Papa!
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(Lizzie responds to Pierre)

I have lived my life,
I'm still living it!

LIZZIE
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(her voice echos as her vision clears)
I go on surviving - thanks to you.
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It is 1946 again. The first light
of morning in the Hospital with
Lizzie talking to Pete.

LIZZIE

When the ship started going over, Papa saved me.

Put me in the lifeboat. And he does it over and over,
every night. In my dream.
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Funny how things work out. Spend your life wanting to be someone,
get somewhere. Then you realise, whoever you are, wherever you got
to, that’s it. That’s all there is. You survived. It’s all we can
ever hope for. Just to keep going. That’s the only new beginning
there is.
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LIZZIE
So that’s it, Pete. Story time over. Hoped you liked it. Maybe it
was nothing special. Maybe it wasn’t worth waking up for, anyway.
(MUSIC STOPS)
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Hold it. Did I just see what I thought I saw? Pete? Did you move
your eyelids? You moved them. You did, didn’t you? Do it again.
Please, Petey. For your Momma.
Papa, come over here and look. I swear he -
PIERRE kisses her on the forehead
and turns and leaves.
(The vision of PIERRE fades away)
(to Pete)So come on, now. Flutter those shutters one more time for
Momma, I know you can. Then wake up and show me that great big
smile you got from your Grandpapa. Give me the sign I’ve been
. . | l4 |
waiting for! Tell me you’re home and dry! (GO MUSIC. Bm/E)
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